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ABOUT ONCE
From the producers of Avenue Q and Mamma Mia comes Once, the soulful and deeply moving musical that
proves the power of music to connect hearts and change lives. Set in Dublin, this modern love story follows a
street musician and a young woman who share a moment of musical chemistry that blossoms into something
unforgettable.

Presented in the intimate setting of Chapel Off Chapel, the show invites audiences to step into a world where
every note, glance and heartbeat feels close enough to touch. With its raw emotion, beautiful folk-inspired
score and honest storytelling, Once captures the magic of ordinary people discovering hope, purpose and
connection through song.

Featuring songs including the Academy Award-winning Falling Slowly, Once is a celebration of love, music and
the courage it takes to follow your dreams.

ABOUT AG THEATRE
AG Theatre is an independent production company committed to nurturing and showcasing Melbourne’s
vibrant creative talent, both emerging and established, on stage and behind the scenes. We believe live theatre
has the power to bring people together, spark conversation, and tell stories that inspire, challenge and
entertain. Our productions celebrate artists from a wide range of cultural backgrounds and creative disciplines.

Founded by Andrew Gyopar in 2024, AG Theatre has already delivered sold out seasons of The Three Little
Pigs and the Tony Award winning Avenue Q. In 2026, the company will present Mamma Mia! at the National
Theatre and Once at Chapel Off Chapel.

CASTING CALL
Are you a musician?  Either established or on the rise?  

If you are an authentic musician with the ability to bring truth and edge to a character this is the casting
opportunity for you. 

We are seeking performers who can embody the raw spirit of a working musician while delivering emotionally
grounded storytelling. We are casting a range of roles for performers with genuine musical ability. Guitarists,
pianists, singer-songwriters, and multi-instrumentalists are encouraged to apply, as are actors who can play
musical instruments.

In summary, we encourage both performers who have any level of musical ability to apply, as well as musicians
who have performed or see themselves as having the ability to perform.

INCLUSIVE CASTING 
AG Theatre is dedicated to fostering inclusivity and diversity in every aspect of our productions. We are
committed to casting all roles thoughtfully and representatively. We encourage performers from all
backgrounds, cultural groups, ethnicities, gender identities, physical abilities, and sexual orientations to
audition for roles in our shows.

Our audition process is designed to be open and accessible, welcoming a diverse range of performers to
participate. This ensures our work reflects the rich diversity of communities across Australia. AG Theatre is
committed to creating a safe, inclusive, supportive, and welcoming environment for all talent and crew
throughout auditions, rehearsals, pre-production, and performances.

PRODUCTION TEAM 
 Executive Producer: Andrew Gyopar 
 Director:  Pip Mushin
 Musical Director: Timothy John Wilson
 Choreographer: Jaimee White
 Production Manager: Alyssa Moller
 Casting Consultant: Brooke Howden



PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

Wednesday, May 13, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed) (Opening Night)

Thursday, May 14, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Friday, May 15, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Saturday, May 16, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (*subsequent release)

Saturday, May 16, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 17, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 17, 2026 | 18.30 - 21.30 (confirmed)

Tuesday, May 19, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (*subsequent release)

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Thursday, May 21, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Friday, May 22, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Saturday, May 23, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (*subsequent release)

Saturday, May 23, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 24, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 24, 2026 | 18.30 - 21.30 (confirmed)

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (*subsequent release)

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Thursday, May 28, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Friday, May 29, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Saturday, May 30, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (*subsequent release)

Saturday, May 30, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 31, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (confirmed)

Sunday, May 31, 2026 | 18.30 - 21.30 (confirmed)

Tuesday, June 2, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (*subsequent release)

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Thursday, June 4, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Friday, June 5, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

Saturday, June 6, 2026 | 13.30 - 16.00 (*subsequent release)

Saturday, June 6, 2026 | 19.30 - 22.30 (confirmed)

* Subsequent release performances are those for which tickets may not be available for sale at
launch but may be released later, depending on ticket sales for the season. Cast must be available
for all performances including Subsequent Release performances. AG Theatre will confirm
Subsequent Release performances with cast as early as possible.



AUDITION RUNDOWN
Auditions will take place in Melbourne only. All applicants must reside in Melbourne during the rehearsal and
performance periods.

AUDITION SCHEDULE
VIDEO SUBMISSION - 18 DECEMBER, 4PM
We are looking for strong actors who are also confident musicians. Applicants are required to record
themselves playing one of the instruments listed for their character. Prepare excerpts from two contrasting
cool contemporary rock or folk-rock songs that show vocal authenticity, emotional connection, and musicality. 

*Guy and Girl should submit a self tape singing and playing their instrument at the same time.

*All musicians will be required to play from memory on stage.

GUY - Two contrasting songs, playing guitar and singing at the same time. A ballad and an up tempo song.
They should be in the style of the music of show, but not songs from the show. Approximately one minute of
each song.

GIRL - 2 contrasting songs, playing piano and singing at the same time. A ballad and up tempo song. They
should be in the style of the music of show, but not songs from the show. Approximately one minute of each
song

A Note About Self Taping
Please record your self tape in a well lit space with a clean background with your camera/device set in
landscape orientation using the rear camera (not screen side camera) and make sure your voice is clear and
easily audible (louder than your backing track and without any background noise).

ROUND 1 - IN PERSON AUDITIONS - 13 & 15 JANUARY 2PM 
Following the video submissions, some artists will be invited to an in person audition, where they will be asked
to prepare material from the show including songs and scenes. Materials will be provided to applicants upon
confirmation of their in person audition booking.

ROUND 2 - IN PERSON AUDITIONS - 16 JANUARY 2PM 

MOVEMENT CALL (In Person, by invitation) 17 JANUARY 10AM 
If required, applicants will be expected to attend the movement call back. 

ROUND 3 - IN PERSON AUDITIONS -  17 JANUARY 2PM

ROUND 3-4 - IN PERSON AUDITIONS - 18 & 24 JANUARY 10AM

All audition results are at the sole discretion of the creative team and the company Executive Producer.

During call backs you will be asked to perform song cuts & dialogue from the show. You may be grouped with
other auditionees to test chemistry. We are looking for authentic performers who make bold offers, are
collaborative, and support each other throughout the audition, rehearsal, and performance phases. 

If you receive a call-back and cannot attend at the scheduled time, please let us know by contacting us via
email (prod@agtheatre.com.au).

Please direct all enquiries regarding auditions to brookehowden@gmail.com.

DEADLINE FOR VIDEO SUBMISSIONS IS 4PM, THURSDAY, 18 DECEMBER
Submit Your Audition Here

https://agtheatre.com.au/audition/


REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

Rehearsals will commence on Saturday, 21 March 2026 at Studio Melbourne, 3 Victoria Street,
Windsor. Rehearsals will generally run on Saturday and Sunday afternoons (12:00 PM–6:00 PM) and
weeknights (7:00 PM–11:00 PM) throughout late March and April.

Evening rehearsals are scheduled regularly across Monday to Thursday nights through early April.
From Monday, 20 April 2026, rehearsals transition into full-time daytime rehearsals (10:00 AM–6:00 PM,
Monday to Friday) continuing through the end of April.

Promotional Photoshoot
Cast will need to make themselves available for a promotional photoshoot. Date and time to be advised.

Production Week Chapel Off Chapel

Please note the following important dates during production week:

Sunday, 3 May 2026: 5:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Monday, 4 May 2026: 12:30 PM - 11:00 PM

Tuesday, 5 May 2026: 12:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Wednesday, 6 May 2026: 12:30 PM - 11:00 PM

Thursday, 7 May 2026: 12:30 PM - 11:00 PM

Friday, 8 May 2026: 1:00 PM (Dress Rehearsal) 7:30 PM (Preview Performance)

Saturday, 9 May 2026: 1:00PM to 5:30 PM Cast fix-ups and notes, 7:30 PM (Preview Performance)

Tuesday, 12 May 2026: 7:30 PM (Preview Performance)

Please note, you may be required from 5:00PM on Wednesday, 6 May 2026 for a media/publicity
call. 

Please note: All cast will not be required at every rehearsal, however all cast are still expected to be
available for every rehearsal (unless otherwise advised). If you have any unavailability during the
rehearsal & performance period, please advise us of these dates & times in your audition form. We also
ask that you notify us of any other prior commitments which may impact your attendance at
rehearsals/performances. A detailed rehearsal schedule will be provided to you at the induction night. 

Costume fittings will be scheduled to coincide with rehearsal times where possible. We will negotiate
times with you if additional costume fittings are required.



Saturday, March 21, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Sunday, March 22, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Thursday, March 26, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Saturday, March 28, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Sunday, March 29, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Monday, March 30, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Tuesday, March 31, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Wednesday, April 1, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Thursday, April 2, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Thursday, April 9, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Saturday, April 11, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Monday, April 13, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Thursday, April 16, 2026 7:00pm–11:00pm

Saturday, April 18, 2026 12:00pm–6:00pm

Monday, April 20, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Thursday, April 23, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Friday, April 24, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Monday, April 27, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Thursday, April 30, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

Friday, May 1, 2026 10:00am–6:00pm

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

Publicity dates and costume fittings will be required in addition to these dates.
Rehearsal venue may be subject to change, cast will be advised of any updates with reasonable
notice.



Girl
A determined and witty dreamer. Girl has

come from the Czech Republic to Dublin

for a new life. She is passionate about

playing the piano and making music.

Girl must be able to sing and play piano at

the same time.

Gender: female

Age: 20 to 35

Vocal range top: B4

Vocal range bottom: F#3

Billy
A music store owner who allows Girl to

play piano in his shop. Opinionated and

loyal to those he cares about.

Billy must play guitar. Strong rhythmic

percussion ability is advantageous

Gender: male

Age: 30 to 50

Baruska
Girl's mother. Loving, generous, and

idealistic. Ability to play accordion, or

alternatively violin/guitar/mandolin/

ukulele is desirable

Gender: female

Age: 45 to 60

Da
Guy's father. A caring man who loves his

son. Ability to play mandolin, or

alternatively violin/guitar/ukelele is

desirable

Gender: male

Age: 50 to 70

Vocal range top: E4

Vocal range bottom: G3

Guy
A down-on-his-luck musician in Dublin.

He is lovesick and lost. He loves making

songs and playing guitar but is ready to

give up.

Guy must be able to sing and play guitar

at the same time.

Falsetto up to C#5

Plays guitar

Gender: male

Age: 20 to 35

Vocal range top: G#4

Vocal range bottom: F#2

Reza
Girl's vivacious and flirtatious roommate.

Ability to play violin, or alternatively

accordion/guitar/ mandolin/ukulele is

desirable

Gender: female

Age: 25 to 30

Vocal range top: A5

Vocal range bottom: D4

Bank Manager
Corporate on the outside, but artistic on

the inside. Must be able to play guitar

and cello. Ability to perform simple

movements with cello on a harness is

desirable.

Gender: male

Age: 30 to 50

Vocal range top: B4

Vocal range bottom: G3

Svec
Girl's quirky roommate. Must play drums.

Ability to play guitar, or alternatively

accordion/violin/ mandolin/ukulele is

desirable

Gender: male

Age: 20 to 40

CHARACTERS DESCRIPTIONS



Andrej
Girl's roommate. A big dreamer.
Andrej must play guitar and bass. Able
to play the ukulele is desirable.
Gender: male
Age: 20 to 30
Vocal range top: F#4
Vocal range bottom: A3

Emcee
Host of an open mic at a Dublin pub.
Ability to play guitar, or alternatively
accordion/violin/mandolin/ukulele is
desirable
Gender: male
Age: 20 to 50
Vocal range top: D4
Vocal range bottom: C3

Eamon
A Dublin music studio manager. Ability to
play guitar, or alternatively accordion/
violin/mandolin/ukulele is desirable
Gender: male
Age: 20 to 50

Ex-Girlfriend
Guy's ex-girlfriend. Wanting a better life,
she's moved from Dublin to New York.
Ability to play violin, or alternatively
accordion/guitar/mandolin/ukulele is
desirable.
Gender: female
Age: 20 to 40

Ivonka
Girl's daughter. Ability to sing is desirable.
Gender: female
Age: 6 to 10

CHARACTERS DESCRIPTIONS (cont)

IMPORTANT AUDITION INFORMATION

Auditionees may be photographed and recorded as part of their

participation in the audition process for casting purposes - these will not

be made public

Auditions are at the risk of the auditionee

Auditionees may be required to stay after their audition should the casting

panel wish to see them again that day. Auditionees may be asked to

perform additional material at short notice with script in hand.

ACCENTS
Some roles require Irish and Czech accents. Accent tutors will be available to support

performers during rehearsals.



FAQ

What can I expect at rehearsals?
As a part of our commitment to creating a safe and collaborative environment, the production

team will support you every step of the way. We aim to create an atmosphere that encourages

creativity and mutual respect, whilst maintaining professionalism at all times. We believe that

open communication is key to the success of our productions. 

I’m unavailable for some of the rehearsals. Can I still be involved?
We will consider all applicants and will take into account your unavailability prior to casting.

Please indicate any unavailability in your application for the Casting Panel to consider. 

What is the payment arrangement?
This is an independently produced, non-government-funded project. Cast members will be

paid a fee for their involvement in the production. Fees will be discussed with shortlisted

candidates. Further details will be provided within the contracts offered to successful

applicants.

Is this a profit-share production?
No, we don’t expect you to share the risk in producing the show.

If I am cast in this show, can I audition for other shows?
If you are considering auditioning for another project during your time on the show, all we ask

is that you discuss it with the production team first, so we can make sure that it doesn’t conflict

with your commitment to this show.

When will I find out the outcome of my audition?
All candidates will receive an email within a week of their audition to let them know the

outcome (earlier where possible). If for any reason there are hold ups with casting decisions,

candidates will be notified of the hold up as soon as possible. 

What are the promotional requirements?
Cast members may be required to attend additional media calls and photo shoots.

I have other questions, who can I chat with?
If you have questions about the casting process, rehearsals, or the production plans please

email prod@agtheatre.com.au. 

On the day of your audition, please feel free to call the Production Manager on
0494039580 if you need to contact the production team for any reason.


